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appeared on the Italian as well as the French stage.
When Coryate was at Venice, [July, 1608,] he tells

for himselfe and the rest of the French players, for a tragedy
by them acted before his Majestie in Dec. last/1 Dated Jan. 8,
1635-6. Their house had been licensed, April 18, 1635. I find
also " 10Z. paid to John Navarro for himself and the rest of the
company of Spanish players, for a play presented before his ma-
jestic, Dec. 23, 1635.

We have already seen that Henrietta Maria had a precedent for
introducing the comedians of her own country into England,
King Henry the Seventh having likewise had a company of
French players.

Sir Henry Herbert's manuscript furnishes us with the following
notices on this subject:

" On tuesday night the 17 of February, 1634, [1634-5,] a
Frenche company of players, being approved of by the queene at
her house too nights before, and commended by her majesty to
the kin^e, were admitted to the Cockpitt in Whitehall, and there
presented the king and queene with a Frenche comedy called
Melise, with good approbation: for which play the king gives
them ten pounds.

" This day being Friday, and the 20 of the same monthe, the
kinge tould mee his pleasure, and commanded mee to give order
that this Frenche company should playe the too sermon daies in
the weeke, during their time of playinge in Lent, and in the
house of Drury-lane, where the queenes players usually playe.

" The kings pleasure I signifyed to Mr. Beeston, [the Mana-
ger of Drury-lane theatre,] the same day, who obeyd readily.

" The house-keepers are to give them by promise the benefit
of their interest for the two days of the first weeke.

" They had the benefitt of playinge on the sermon daies, and
gott two hundred pounds at least; besides many rich clothes were
given them.

" They had freely to themselves the whole weeke before,the
weeke before Easter, which I obtaynd of the king for them.

" The 4 Aprill, on Easter monday, they playd the Trompeur
puny, with better approbation than the other.

"On Wensday night the 16 Aprill, 1635, the French playd
Alcimedor with good approbation,"

In a marginal note Sir Henry Herbert adds, " The Frenche
offered mee a present of IOL; but I refused itt, and did them
many other curtesys, gratis, to render the queene my mistris an
acceptable service."

It-appears from a subsequent passage, that in the following
month a theatre was erected expressly for this troop of come-
dians.